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Appeal Brief dated 12-27-2006 is defective for the following reasons: 

Appellant under Summary of Claimed Subject Matter refers to FIGURES 1 and 5. 
According to Appellant's specification and drawings submitted with it, there is only 
FIGURES 1-4 and there is no FIGURE 5. 

Summary of claimed subject matter requires: A concise explanation of the 
subject matter defined in each of the independent claims involved in the appeal, which 
shall refer to the specification by page and line number, and to drawing, if any, by 
reference characters. But Appellant on page 7 of Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 
refers only to page numbers without any line numbers. Appellant is directed to refer to 
M.P.E.P 1205 [R3] under Appeal Brief and conform to guide lines listed there. 

Appellant is given 1 -month time period for filling a new appeal brief to correct the 
deficiencies in defective appeal brief . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,918 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 2614 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. f) 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



